
     

One afternoon last summer I arrived home to learn that my 

daughter Tess had adopted a cat. It wasn’t really all that big 

of a surprise — she had been talking about doing so for a 

long time by that point. And when I received a text earlier 

in the day letting me know that she and Val were going out 

to the Wayne County Animal Shelter “to have a look 

around,” I just knew that she wasn’t coming home empty-

handed.  

 

Suffice it to say that we weren’t quite sure how this orange 

kitten named Goose would fit into the dynamics of our 

household. We already have a dog and a cat who don’t get 

along and weren’t sure how adding another animal to the 

mix might alter dynamics of the tense truce that we’ve 

worked so hard to negotiate with them over the past few 

years. And Goose, being a kitten, is also very energetic and 

mischievous; he really likes to cause trouble and scratch 

furniture — especially the brand new couch we recently 

bought.  

 

I reassured myself that everything would be okay because 

Goose would only be with us for a brief while — he was 

headed back to Chicago with Tess in just a few weeks. I 

mean, sure, he’d be back at holidays and breaks, but some-

how we could deal with him being around for short periods 

of time. 

 

But then the pandemic hit and school closed, which result-

ed in Tess — and Goose — coming to live with us for a 

much longer period of time. And then Tess left to work in 

New York for a few months and, since the place in which 

she is living doesn’t allow pets, Goose has now been living 

with us for an even longer period of time. 

I have to admit that Goose is kind of impossible not to 

love, but believe me, I’ve tried because he’s also incredibly 

persistent and kind of annoying. For reasons unknown to 

me, with Tess being gone, Goose has decided that I’m his 

new human, which means he’s stuck to me like glue. He 

follows me around constantly, he sits on my lap without 

regard to whether I actually want him to, and he chews on 

my ears just to remind me that he’s there, purring loudly all 

the while. His seeming love for me is difficult to under-

stand because I’ve neither sought it out nor done much to 

deserve it. And yet, he persists; he just won’t leave me 

alone. 

 

As I sat there last night after a long day of work, with 

Goose once again chewing on my ear and digging his sharp 

claws into my left shoulder, I suddenly found myself think-

ing about Jesus — the one who, for reasons unknown to us, 

actually loves us even though we’ve done little to merit 

such love; the one who is always there even when we try to 

push him away; the one whose persistent call to us to love 

God and one another can sometimes be difficult, inconven-

ient and, frankly, kind of annoying; the one who is impos-

sible for us not to love in return.  

 

Let us give thanks each and every day for that love.  

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Pastor Brent 

From the Minister...  

 



St. Paul United Church of Christ 

Council Meeting Minutes 

June 23, 2020 

 

 

   St. Paul UCC council members met in the church at 7:00 on June 23, 2020.  Present were Kris Bair, 

Julie Feucht, Sandy Hanson, Evelyn Jones, Mike Kuhn, Vickie Rittmaier, Barb Specht,  Charlie 

Snyder, Susan Whitmore, and President Randy Yoder along with Reverend Brent Gundlah and 

treasurer Matthew Feucht.  Absent were Bill Bair and Jim Gaal.  President Randy Yoder called the 

meeting to order, and Reverend Brent Gundlah gave the opening prayer. 

 

Last Meeting’s Minutes  

   There were a few errors from the minutes from the last meeting.  First, Jim Savage was wrongly 

mentioned as being on council.  Mike Kuhn was not in the last conference call, and the confirmation 

class was the first since the pandemic, not the first overall class.  The minutes were approved with 

these corrections.  Barb made the motion, and Kris seconded it.  The motion carried. 

 

Elders’ Report 

   The magnet distribution is temporarily put on hold due to the current circumstances. 

 

Deacons’ Report 

   There was nothing at this time. 

 

Trustees’ Report 

   The church received several estimates for concrete to replace the steps. 

 

New Business 

   Diana Shilling has covid grant money and wants to buy a washer and dryer.  She asked if the 

church was interested in sharing the costs and use of these appliances.  Council members discussed 

pros and cons.  Charlie Snyder made the motion to decline, and Vickie Rittmaier seconded.  All ap-

proved. 

   The Village of Navarre sent notice that the August 9 pavilion reservation was canceled because it 

is not in use this summer.  

   The village is removing small trees. 

   Council discussed the Wifi situation and what would be needed going forward.  A wireless range 

extender will be purchased.  It will go from the parish hall office to the church. 

 

Reopening 

   Council members discussed safety procedures for a possible future reopening.  All gave their opin-

ions about reopening.  A major factor is that cases have gone up in Stark County, so Charlie made a 

motion to amend the tentative reopening date to July 12 pending council approval on July 7.  Mike 

seconded the motion, which was approved. 



   Reverend Brent and President Randy are investigating AV equipment. 

   Council is going to discuss ideas for virtual worship and gathering, like a Bible study of Zoom 

meeting.  Reverend Brent could also have virtual office hours.   Council could also reach out to help 

those who do not currently have access to services. 

    

   Charlie made the motion to adjourn, and Mike seconded.  The motion carried.  

   The next meeting will be on July 7, 2020 at 7:00  at the church. 

    

   Respectfully Submitted by Julie Feucht, Church Council Secretary 

 

COVID-19 Re-opening Plan 
St. Paul United Church of Christ—August 2020 

 

 

Maintaining Social Distancing 
 

●Face masks will need to be worn by everyone inside the church building. You are encouraged to 

bring your own, but we will provide one for anyone who needs it.  
 

●Hand sanitizer will be made available in the sanctuary. 
 

●All entrances to and exits from the church will be done through the Wooster St doors only.  
 

●Every other pew in the sanctuary will be closed-off and unavailable for seating. 
 

●A minimum six foot distance should be kept from anyone not in your immediate household. 
 

●Overflow seating will be available in the Social Room, where social distancing will still be required. 
 

●Dismissal after worship will be done by row, with assistance from ushers. 
 

●There will be no greeters prior to service and no receiving line after services. 
 

●We kindly ask that you refrain from singing in the sanctuary for the foreseeable future. 
 

●Restroom use will be limited to one person/family at a time. Disinfecting wipes will be provided so 

that restroom surfaces can be sanitized before exiting.  
 

●Church meetings should be conducted remotely, when practicable. Face masks will need to be 

worn at all in-person meetings on church premises. 
 

●We will continue to stream worship on Facebook live. 
 

●We encourage people who are either sick or at-risk to stay home and worship online. 



Avoiding Physical Contact with People and Surfaces 
 

●Communion will not be served until we are able to implement a contactless practice for distrib-

uting the elements.  
 

●Bulletins will be available at the entrance for you to take. Please place your used bulletins in the  

recycling bin near the door as you exit. 
 

●Offering baskets will be placed at the entrance to the sanctuary — there will be no passing of plates 

for the time being. 
 

●Please avoid handshaking and other physical contact. 
 

●We will not be passing the peace for now. 
 

●Readings will be printed in the bulletin. Bibles and hymnals will be removed from the pews. 
 

●Attendance will no longer be registered on pew pads. 

 

Program Changes 
 

●The following will be suspended until further notice: 

  All Sunday School classes 

  Nursery 

  Children’s Time 

  Choir / Bell Choir rehearsals and performances 

  Summer Music Series 

  Coffee Hour and Brewed Awakenings 

  Any gatherings of more than 15 persons inside either the Church or the Parish Hall. 

MONTHLY ATTENDANCE &  

OFFERING REPORT 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Offerings Needed to Meet  

Yearly Budget—$3,050.00 

Date Attendance Offering 

7/5/2020 NA $4,090.00 

7/12/2020 NA $3,369.00 

7/19/2020 NA $1,218.00 

7/26/2020 NA $1,541.00 



 

      

1 Samantha Oakleaf 

2 Jenna Edwards 

6 Bill Benson 

8 Vicki Rittmaier 

9 Kaitlin Koher  

10 Jocelyn Hanson 

11 Jerry Berlyoung 

11 Olivia Snyder 

15 Natalie Tormasi 

16 Roger Indorf 

18 Louise Myers 

18 Joseph McQueary 

19 Olivia Youngman  

19 Sue Dostal 

23 Ross Turner 

25 Elissa Snyder 

27 Eric Indorf 

27 Greg Wright 

28 Heidi Weber 

28 Ed Whitmore 

28 Adelyn Peterson 

Eric & Debbie Indorf 1 

Ken & Diana Youngman 4 

Blake & Stefanie Dibell 4 

Jason & Jennifer Orion 5 

Chris Huck & Lorena Brown 9 

Roger & Glenda Carpenter 13 

Ross & Heather Turner 22 

Jordan & Heather Starcher 24 

Jerry & Esther Berlyoung   25 

John & Midge Brainerd 26 

Bobby & Dawn Benson 28 

Keith & Patty Schumacher 29 

 
     We would like to thank everyone for all the cards and 

well wishes we received for our 70th wedding anniversary.  

We are blessed to have such a caring church family. 

 

 Vernon and Marlene Reusser  

The Baptism of 

COOPER DEAN WHITMORE 

July 19, 2020 

 

 

Son of Matt & Chesnee Whitmore. 

Grandson of Ed & Susan Whitmore; 

Bruce Fly & Ellen Fly. 

Great-Grandson of Margaret Whitmore & the late C. Dean 

Whitmore; 

Wilbur Haas & the late Carolyn Haas;  

the late Claude & Patsy Fly; 

the late Ted & Ann Burton.   

Our Country Dan Norris Amelia Specht Lenny Warner 

Our Armed Forces Anita Savage Laurie Salopek Bo Johnson 

 Jim Indorf Brianna Specht Howard Parker 

Jenna Edwards Millie Kowell Doug Pierce Clay Buchanan 

Sheryl Hayes Jon Furr Barbara Hodous Vivian Buchanan 

Laura Colvin Lloyd Palmer Ryan Ruess Brook Koopman 

Norma Jean Ward Rheannon Conrad Vickie Whitmore Baker Alliya Guidone 

Paige Ransom Nancy Fisher Lori Shattuck Karen & Heather Dominik 

Tegan Wise Randy Swonger Paul Harper Ray & Cindy Davies 

Kathy Eichelberger Nathan Forte Cindy Hammock Shelly Powers 

Carmie Maier Opal Manack Orlan Miller Dave Beach 

Brenda Adams Brad Bissell Don Berkey Charlie Snyder 

   Lyndsie Newtz 

   The Family of Doug Davenport 

 
  
 
 

   Please remember the following 

people with your prayers, cards, 
visits, and words of encourage-
ment.  Call the office with any 
changes:  330-879-5836 or e-mail 
at  
stpauluccnavarre@sssnet.com.   
 
   If we do not hear from you 
within 30 days, we may remove 

the name. 
 
   Any urgent prayer needs can 
be put on our email prayer 
chain. 



Serving Our Church  

in AUGUST  

Date Ushers 

Aug 5 Captain:  Sandy Hanson 

Aug 12 Shelly Vranich 

Aug 19 Ramon Young 

Aug 26 Jim Savage 

 Vickie Rittmaier 

Dozen & One (1st tier) Dozen & One (2nd tier) 

Chairperson:  Sandy Hanson Chairperson:  Ron & Val Feucht 

Christina Schuckert Opal Manack 

Georgia Morris & Ed Dunham Margaret Whitmore 

Scott & Linda Pierce Evelyn Jones 

Dave & Ann Shifflet Barb Bailey 

Katie Clark Jerry & Esther Berlyoung 

Michael & Shelly Vranich Beth Winkhart 

Bob Baker Chuck & Gretchen Stevens 

 Erich Dominik & Ashley Kuhns 

Fairless Food Cupboard 
 

 In addition to the regular generous donations from the community, the Fairless Food Cupboard purchases items each month.  Any money 

donated is used to purchase items which are not “in-stock” at the cupboard.  The Food Cupboard would like to encourage us to donate certain items 

to relieve them from having to purchase these as often; this allows them to spend donated money more efficiently.  A “Focus Item” list has been 

created to guide us in these donations.   

 The focus items for August are:  Laundry detergent, pancake mix and syrups.  Of course, 

any and all non-perishable items will still be accepted at any time.  If you choose to make monetary 

donations, please make the check out to the Fairless Food Cupboard.  Cash can be submitted in an 

envelope clearly marked “Fairless Food Cupboard”.  Checks or cash may be placed in the offering 

plate on Sunday or brought to the church office. 

  

The Fairless Clergy Association thanks you for your support and generosity! 

Helene Dominik Canton Christian Home, 2550 Cleveland Ave NW 

#432, Canton, OH  44709 

330-430-5212 

Clarence & Betty Drage 10451 Elton St SW, Navarre, OH  44662 330-879-2068 

Jeannie Feucht @ Hennis Care Centre, 300 Yant St,                           

Bolivar, OH  44612 Room #300 

330-874-5016 

Jenna Edwards 1578 1st St. NE Apt. H, Massillon, OH  44646 330-685-7045 

Remember our home-bound members with prayers, visits, 

cards, or calls: 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         1 

              

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 9:30 AM Worship 
 

Office closed 
8:00 PM 

 AA Meeting 

  

      
  

  

    

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 9:30 AM Worship Office closed 
8:00 PM  

AA Meeting 

  

7:00 PM  
Council Meeting 

        

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 9:30 AM Worship Office closed 
8:00 PM  

AA Meeting 

  

          

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 9:30 AM Worship Office closed 
8:00 PM  

AA Meeting 

  

    10:00 AM -12:00 PM 
Fairless Food Cupboard 

  

    

30 31           

 9:30 AM Worship Office closed 
8:00 PM  

AA Meeting 

  

          

2020 



2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
WORSHIP ~ 9:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAVARRE PRESCHOOL/

DAYCARE 
MONDAY—FRIDAY 

7:30 AM—5:30 pm 

(330) 879-0033 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A traditional church  

For today’s world. 

Pass the word, Share the love! 

 

St. Paul United Church of Christ 

 
Church Staff 

 Pastor  Rev. Brent Gundlah 

 Secretary  Margaret Weber  

 Custodian  Randy Whitaker 

 Music Director Lynne Indorf 

 Pianist  Natasha Musaelyan 
 

Office:    330-879-5836 

Office Hours:  Mon—Closed 

   Tue—Fri 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM  

 

FAX:     330-879-5648 

Pastor:   330-879-8299   

 

Church e-mail: stpauluccnavarre@sssnet.com 

Website:  http://www.stpauluccnavarre.org 

 
 

Like us on Facebook:  St. Paul United Church of Christ, Navarre 

Like the Salvation Army:  Salvation Army Fairless Service Unit  

Like the Fairless Clergy Association:  Fairless Clergy Association 

ST. PAUL UCC 
21 Wooster Street NW 
Navarre, OH 44662 
(330) 879-5836 

 

THE CHURCH BELL 
 
                        
Help us keep our church roster updated.  Contact 

the church office with any family member or      

address/phone changes. 


